Button Hook advertising C.C. Cress & Co. of North Liberty 
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The name Cress in North Liberty was familiar to me because Mrs. Logan 
Myers was the former Willo Bess Cress. However, | had never heard of a 
C.C. Cress Company in North Liberty, | was interested and did some 
newspaper research. 


Irving Weber (IC Press Citizen 4/05/1978) reported that C.C. Cress 
operated a store in North Liberty, “now the Koser Grocery but at a 
different location.” If that is true, then it would have been the original 
store you might have heard of as Meyers and Price which had other 
names over the years. 


Here are other bits of information that add some details to the story. All 
are gathered from lowa City Press Citizen and its predecessors. 


Please note that the Cresses lived in Riverside initially and | was not able 
to determine at what point they moved to North Liberty though it 
appears to have been by 1915 if not sooner. 


In 1900 the 10 month old baby of C.C. Cress died from complication of 
measles. (lowa City Weekly Republican 3/21/1900) 


In 1903 ladies “raided Mrs. Cress’ carpet rag sack” and left her with 15 
balls of rags for the weaver. (The lowa Citizen 4/11/1903) 


In 1909 C. C. Cress was at the lowa State Fair representing the “Barnett 
system goods.” (The lowa Citizen 9/8/1909) 


In 1909, C.C. Cress was at the Illinois State Fair, representing the “Barnett 
system of copper cable lightning rods.” (ICPC 10/13/1909) 


In 1911 C.C. Cress returned home after a sales trip for the Barnett 
System. (ICPC 9/15/1911) 


CLOSING OUT SALE 
In 1915 C.C. Cress had a closing out sale (place | 


known as Chas. Babcock farm). (lowa City Daily Monday, February 22nd, 15 
Press 2/18/1915) 163 HE HEAD OF STOCK 163 


In 1915, there was a robbery at the F. W. Stahle 
and C.C. Cress Co. (ICPC 4/3/1935 — 20 years ago 
column) 


In 1915, Willo Bess Cress was married to Logan 
Myers. (ICPC 4/5/1978) 


In 1915, Julius Kohl sued C.C. Cress for a 
commmission on a farm sale. (ICPC 10/28/1915) 


In 1916, Penn Township accounts listed C.C. Cress & Co. having received 
$5.85 compensation for groceries for Sam Bane. ea aiediaie) 


The eats Sewing Muy 
Value for the ial Money 


On April 8, 1916, this ad appeared in the Press 
Citizen and in similar ads around that time. It 
is advertising a sewing machine, and among 
the places that sold it was C.C Cress & Co. of 
North Liberty. 


Points of Superiority in the Improved 


“Main Sewing Machine” 


The improved MAIN is guaranteed to be the equal of any well 
known, High Grade, Sewing Machine regularly sold at from $35.00 
to $60.00, or the money paid for it by the user will be refunded by 

manufacturers, if returned, to them or their nearest agent. 


The MAIN is ball-bearing. 


The MAIN runs light—sews fast. 
z ore has latest improved large size head. 
best steel nickel-plated attachments. 


This Machine comes completely equipped with a full set of the 
latest improved steel, nickel-plated attachments, accessories, tools and 


These machines are manufactured by well-known and reliable 
manufacturers of strictly first class, standard sewing machines, and 
are fully warranted by the manufacturer for a period of ten years. 


A Liberal Trial Ofter 


Call on the nearest dealer among 
those listed below and secure one of 
these High Grade, strictly First-Class 

Sewing Machines for just 


$11.50 


Take it home and try it, subjecting it to hay severest tests, and if it 
does not run as light, or lighter; sew as fast, or faster; do as Sood y work, 


-date an 
ou ever used eosting from $95.00 to $60.00 at retail, bring it 


to us, or take it to the nearest retailer, and the cash you paid for it will 
be cheerfully refunded. 


The following well-known Merchants 
are distributing these machines in 
Johnson and adjoining counties 


Other distributors will be appointed as rapidly as our Field Men 
can reach 


NORTH LIBERTY, C. C. Cress sey Moore, Roberts 
& Co. 


HILLS, A. L. Jenn BROOKLYN, B. E, Dayton, 
RIVERSIDE, R. H. Heitsman Co. WAPELLO, M 


OXFORD, Oxford Grocery Co, = MT. VERNON, Vanderham Hard- 
‘TIPT 


aon ware Co. 
LADORA, Ladora Harn ELBERON, Emil Kaloupek. 
WILLIAMSBURG, L. 7 Hogan, LADORA, R. H. Shaull. 


Secure the IMPROVED MAIN from any of these dealers and take 


it home on the above-named conditions. One price ie = who patron- 
ize these merchants—$11.50, plus transportation char, 


Boston Plano and Musi Ch 


Towa Corporation—Capital $100,000.00, $60,000.00 Paid Up. 
W. F. MAIN, PRESIDENT & TREASURER 


IOWA CITY, IOWA 


In 1916, guests attended the 
Bealer Cress wedding. (Geneva 
Bealer to Wayne Cress) (ICPC 
8/18/1916) 


In 1916, C.C. Cress purchased the 
John Stoner place in North 
Liberty. (ICPC 6/21/1916) 


In 1917 the Cresses announced 
the upcoming wedding of their daughter Lucile to 
Walter Albright. (ICPC 1/31/1917) 


In 1917, Henry Bealer sold land in section 7, Penn 
Township to Frank L Smith and C.C. Cress for $7,650. 
(ICPC 3/5/1917) 


In 1917, Ire Myers was learning the “grocery game” 
from Oliver Orris with the C.C. Cress & Co. (ICPC 
9/20/1917) 


In 1919 C.C. Cress and Smith purchased 80 acres 
belonging to James Chamberlain at $112 per acre. 


(IC Daily Press 5/9/1919) 


In 1919 Koser’s was located in C.C. Cress store but 


IBEALER-CRESS 


WEDDING YEST;RD' 


riage of Miss Geneva Bealer to 
Wayne Cress occurred at the home 


{of the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs 


Henry Bealer, at North Liberty. 
j Rev. Krenmeyer officiated using ‘the 
pring service. Miss Lulu Bates’ of 
Wappello was maid of honor and 
Omar Cress, a brother of the groom 
was best man. The wedding took 
place before a high white garden 
gate banked with ferns and pink 
and white gladiolas, the color scheme 
being pink and white. Miss Kath- 
ryn Jones played Mendelssohn’s 
Wedding March and Miss Margaret 
Wieneke sang, ‘‘O Promise Me’’ and 

‘I Love You Truly.” 

The bride wore a train gown of 
ivory satin with pearl trimmings. 
Her veil was held with a string of 
pearls. She carried a shower ibou- 
quet of white roses and lillies of 
the valley. Mrs. Miller as matron 
of honor wore a combination of 
pink taffeta and georgette crepe. 
The maid of honor, Miss Lulu Bates 
was alsu in pink, her dress being of 
messaline and cream lace. The 
frocks of three of the bridesmaids, 
Mary Anderson, Blanche Gross, and 
Kula Van Meter, were of white 
swiss with bands of pink ribbon 
edging ruffles, those of hte other 
three, Reya Meardon, Gretchen 
Kane, and Marguerite Reese were 
of ruffled pink voile. They carried 
pink roses, 

Immediately after the ceremony a 
'rour course dinner was served on 
the lawn. 

The bride was graduated from 
the Jowa City high school in 1915 
and has a host of friends in’ the 
city. The groom is a well known 
and popular business man of North 
Liberty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cress left last night 
on an overland trip to Minnesota. 
| They will be at home after Novem- 
ber first in a new home in North 
Liberty, 


moved to |.0.0.F. building (lowa City Daily Press 8/26/1919) 


North Liberty has a new firm. | 
Mr Koser and Mr. Zeithamel will op- | 
erute a grocery store. At present they 
are lovated in the C C. Cress store | 
but in the near future they will move 
into the Odd Fellow’s Building which 
ix being overhauled and will make a 
splendid location. Welcome to our 
new firm. 


=. set 


In 1921, C.C. Cress was listed as a dairyman whose cows were tested in 


compliance with codes. (ICPC 4/16/1921) 


In 1922, Frank L. Smith and C.C. Cress sued S. R. 


a mortgage be foreclosed. (ICPC 4/21/1922) 


In 1922, there was a public auction for C.C. 
Cress at North Liberty. (ICPC 11/22/22) 


In 1929, C.C. Cress died, obituary showing his name 
as “Chester.” “Besides the widow he was survived 
by the following children: Omar, of Cedar Rapids, 
Wayne, of California, Mrs. Lucille Albright, of Cedar 
Rapids and Mrs. Logan Myers of North Liberty. He 
also leaves three brothers, Cloyd, of Riverside, Dr. 
George Cress, of Wheatland, la., and Dr. Earl Cress, 
of So. Dakota.” (ICPC 5/20/1929) 


In 1942, Geneva Bealer Cress from Los Angeles 
visited Winifred Stewart.(ICPC 10/6/1942) 


In 1985 Willo Bess Cress Myers passed away. 
Obituary names ‘ eo 
her mother as Bess Myers 

A — Bess Myers, formerly of North Liberty, died | 
Margaret Iden 


KALONA 
day at the Pleasantview Home in Kalona after an extended ill. 
Cress. 


ness. She was 

Services will be at 2 p.m. Weeatey at the George L. Gay, 
Funeral Home in Iowa City with the Revs. Elton Neussbaum an 
ur 


e- 
tery, North Liberty. A memorial ore will be held at 10:30 
a.m. bor pa at the Pleasantview Hom 

Friends may call from 4 to 8 p.m. fudiay at the funeral home. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the First 
pte Methodist Church in North Liberty or the Pleasantview 


Mrs. M. as born Oct, 22, 1896, in Riverside, a daughter of 
Chester and 0 Marcaret Iden Cress, She married Logan A. Myers 
on Nov, 24, 1915, in bay Liberty. The couple moved to the Plea- 
santview Home this past April. She was a member of First Unit- 
ed Methodist Church, United Methodist Women and Whip-poor- 
will Club, all in North Liberty. 

Survivors include her husband; a daughter, Margaret Baldwin 
of Iowa City; a daughter-in-law, Norma Myers of Iowa City; six 

indchildren, and 12 great-grandehildren. A son, grandson, two 
rothers and a sister died earli 


Ranshaw and asked that 
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SALE of 


Furniture 


Will offer at Public Auction at my place 
in North Liberty, on 


Friday, Nov. 24th 


Sale to Commence at 1:30 P. M. 


Two Iron Beds, One Dresser. One ‘Sani- 
tary Cot, One Wardobe, and Some Rugs 
a Rocking Chairs, One Dining Room 
Table, One Malleable Steel Range Stove, 
One Hard Coal Burner, One Wood Heater 
New, Two New Perfection Oil Stoves with 
Ovens, One Washing Machine, One 1% 
Horse Motor, One Barrel Church, 5 Gal.; 
One Glass Churn, One Lilly Cream Separ- 
ator, Ore 5 Gal. Milk Can, One Fur Coat, 
man’s; One Zinc, One Jersey Milk Cow, 20 
Dozen Rhode Island Red Pullets, 7 dozen 
Barred Rock Pullets, 3 dozen Barred Rock 
Cockere!ls, Hay in Barn, 1 Automobile 

Trailor, 1 6x8 Hog House, 1 Garden Plow, 
2 Lawn "Mowers, and a lot of other articles 
too numerous to mention. 


C.C. CRESS, Owner 


W. J. FAY, Aue 
JAMES CIPPER A, Clerk. 


